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Three Important Facts:

they were asked by a friend or family member.

2. Though the vast majority of Americans say thedytbelieve in God, on
20% currently go to church. Those who drop-out believe in God and al
open to returning.

3. Only 2% of all church members have invited anhwrched person to chure
98% have never extended an invitation!

“Sure. | believe in God.” Most of the people yknow would make thi
statement. The majority of people in our countrypelieve in God. Howeve
only 20% of our neighbors and friends attend churthe amazing thing is th

Unfortunately, we church-goers are not doing tmating. Only 2% of thos
who attend church invite their friends, neiglfy@nd family to worship.

This coming September 13s ourBack to ChurctSunday All of our fall
programs will be up and running: Youth Ministry, riéiay School, Adu
Education, Home Groups, College and Career Minisighty Men of God, an
"Women of the Word, to name a few. If you wererwaite someone to come
church, it could literally change his or her lifa feternity! We are making pla
right now so that we will be ready for anyone amdrgone to come.

But, we need your help. All of the preparationgng, and ministries wi
be of little benefit if people do not come. Makegesthat you invite someone
come to church on September"13As they make plans to bring their child
back to school, they can make plans to bring tfarily back to church. You
part is to make a personal invitation. It doescumt you a thing to invite ther
It may cost them a great deal if you do not.

So, September 13s Back to Church SundayPlease make plans now
invite someone to Glorious Presence Church. If) @ don’'t even have to we
that long. You could invite them today.
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1. 82% of unchurched people said that they wouldgden to visit a church, |i
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over 80% of them would gladly visit a congregatidnthey were invited.
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BLESSING FOR OBEDIENCE , A PROMISE FROM GOD
By Pete Kouba

“Shall a man afflict God, for you afflict me. And you have said: Wherein do we afflict thee? in
tithes and in first fruits. And you are cursed with want, and you afflict me, even the whole
nation of you. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my house, and
try me in this, saith the Lord: if I open not unto you the flood-gates of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing even to abundance.” (DRB)

Promises. How often have promises made to us bexken, even by people who are closest to

us? Or worse, how often have we broken the pramwissde to people whom we love and chet
most; let alone promises that we make to God otinefa Let's face it, we mere mortals a
pretty familiar with broken promises — on both siddé the coin.

But we have a Father in heaven who makes, keepsHis promises to His beloved children. F
makes His declarations clear all throughout HisyHgdriptures. If you've been around church
even for a little while, there’s a pretty good cbarthat you're already familiar with the passa
guoted above from the book of Malachi and God'srdsre to us, promising to open tf
flood-gates of heaven and pour out a blessing ohdénce if we will simply bring all the tithe
into the storehouse so that there will be meatisnHduse. It's pretty simple stuff really — do wh
God asks and He will bless us abundantly.

What | often miss in this passage is the part wiAdneighty God holds up a mirror and simp
points out a plain truth — “you are cursed with warand you afflict me”. Yup. Ever since J.V
Woolworth started spreading his wares on shelvehisnstore, and Sears & Roebuck star
sending Christmas catalogs home, we, |, have beasumed with want. Today we can a
Amazon.com, Ebay, and a host of other media tdahimgs that vie for our attention and incred
our cursed want. It's bad enough to be runninghe“stuff mart” when we don’t need to, b
then to find out that my cursed want afflicts Gathat stings. | don’t want to afflict God, or ro
from Him, as another translation puts it. Happity God’s economy | simply give to Him fror
what he has already given to me and His abundarere@mes my want.

We at Glorious Presence Church are blessed topaet af a body of members who trust in G
and His promises. For many years individuals aamilfes have performed acts of worsh
obedience, and trust by quietly placing their stlend offerings into those simple slotted @
boxes at the entrance to our sanctuary. Therddéas “meat” in our house — enough to meet
financial obligations, enough to support Kingdomrkvaround the world, enough to give
friends and neighbors when they are in time of naad enough to lay groundwork for a buildi
project.

Today the world around us is not doing so welaficially and we are personally affected. So:
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of us have lost our jobs. Others have had hourcstlaries frozen or reduced. At the same

time, many of us have increasing expenses with igipfamilies, school tuition, gas, food, tax
and most everything else rising in cost. Thesegthihave not taken God by surprise; he told
long before He sent His Son that there would begiitike these. In the midst of this difficu
time church giving has fallen off quite a bit ftvetfirst half of this year and we want to keep y
aware of the situation.

Compared to the past 3 year average, 2009 gisiagmost $28000 behind for the time betwee
January and July. Our 2009 budget was set abouow®s than it was in 2008, and 10% lower
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than it was in 2007. We are currently spending slightly higher rate than planned this year. @u
come through July is about $9000 more than whateveeeded so our budget is being met, but our
ity to grow is hindered.

r
abil-

Glorious Presence has a vision for growth — Godrggom right here in Cecil County. He will provide

the resources through His faithful people. If yaready are bringing the tithe into God’s storedey

u

Thank You for your faithfulness! You are makingesthat this church continues to meet current needs

in our community. If you are experiencing a tinfehardship right now, please accept our prayers
whatever help we can give you — God will use this for His glory. If you can increase your givitgy

bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, will yaaase prayerfully consider it? God keeps hisrpr

ises — and we are eagerly awaiting His abundanooning of blessings and you won't regret it! T
Him and see, it's OK, He already said so.

Respectfully submitted,

Pete Kouba, Treasurer

Glorious Presence Church
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iknowing what my heart truly desires and for giving only what | really need.” Dr. Robert H. Shulle
i “Take Delight in the Lord and He will give you tHesires of your heattPsalm 37:4
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GPC 2009 Income/Expense Report
General Fund Building Fund Earmarked Totals
Month Income Expense Income Expense Income ' Expense Income Expense Net
January $41349.01 ($35,492.23) $980.00 ($2,444.99)|  $225.00 $0.00 $42,554.01 ($37937.22) $4,616.79
February $40,787.09 ($41559.05) $1095.00 ($45526)| $860.00 | ($4,05100) $42,742.09 ($50,2.66)]  ($742057)
March $49,27179 ($35,858.86) $944.00 ($4,607.78)| $1844.00  ($1774.00) $52,059.79 ($42,240.64) $9,819.55
April $34,287.80 ($30,733.96) $1573.00 ($2,35149) $0.00 $0.00 $35,860.80 ($33,085.45) $2,775.35
May $36,19193 ($29,56129) $1138.00 ($5,862.99) $0.00 $0.00 $37,329.93 ($35424.28) $1905.65
June $4112851 ($39,305.80) $1279.85 ($5,60148) $0.00 $0.00 $42,408.36 ($44907.28)|  ($2,498.92)
July $28,718.32 ($29,214.29) 330143 ($2,943.04) $0.00 $0.00 $32,00.75 ($32,557.33) ($13758)
August
September
October
November
December
% of % of % of
2009 Annual YTD Budget Annual
General Fund Budget Budget Expense Category Budget
Administration $67,550 14.5 $45,573.80 67.5% 9.0%
Benevolence $53,000 11.4 $30,531.16 57.6% 6.5%0
Bld Related Exp $41,500 8.9 $22,914.44 55.2% 4.9%
Property $14,600 3.1 $9,250.89 63.4% 2.0%
Ministry Related $20,250 4.3 $14,003.06 69.2% 3.0%
Payroll $222,700 a47.7 $125,277.13 56.3% 26.9%
Totals 419,600 89.9 $247,550.48 59.0% 53.1%
Building Fund
Maloney Rd. $46,800.00 10 $28,364.38 60.6% 6.1%
Totals $466,400.00 99.9 $275,914.86 59.2% 59.2%
. ................................................................................................................. ;
! i
“Before reading the Bible, pray. Invite God to sgedo you. Don’t go to Scripture !
! i
looking for your idea; go seaneifor His."—Max Lucado !
; !
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
By Deb Worley

The Sunday School year is almost upon us and we are gearing up for a wonderful, fun filled
year of learning more about Jesus. Parents, teachers and students are filled with
anticipation as we move toward the dates listed below. If you have questions and want to
speak with some one concerning our Sunday School Program please see our Sunday
School Deacon, Richard Berry.

* August 30 and September 6 - Sunday School Sign up in the Narthex

* August 30 - Commissioning of Teachers, workers and children's church workers in the
10:30am service

* August 30 - Teacher's Meeting after the 10:30am service - Lunch provided

» September 6 - Sunday School launch (However, it will be children's church, youth providing
worship music and Doug teaching from the theme of the first Sunday School lesson.)

» September 13 - Sunday School classes

i FORGIVENESS OR UNFORGIVENESS i
i By Richard Bedford i

i [

i Matthew 6:14,15: For if you forgive men when they against you (offend you) your heave:nly
i father will also forgive you. But if you do not fgive men their sins, your father will not forgi!ve
|your sins. i

i i
i Jesus vs Satan i
!John 14:30 For the prince of this world is comiHg. has nothing in me. NIV: He has no hold orl
I

ime.

iQuestion: When the prince of this world comes, wiwas he find in you?
I

|
i
|
i i
| Satan had a hold on Judas who betrayed Jesus.lduddsmnoney. This led to his downfall.. i
' |

I

i Psalm 66:18,19: If | regard iniquity (lawlessnessmy heart, the Lord will not hear me. But for
i those who confess and forsake their sins, Hisa@arspen unto their prayers.
i

i
iMatthew 6:11-13: “Give us this day our daily bre&atgive us our debts as we have forgiven:our

|
i
i
I
;debtors...and lead us not into temptation,daliver us from the evil otie i
| ;
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Being Holy Ghost Skilled
By Doug Mann

When | became a real believer in Jesus, | wasleienechanic. | had prayed for the job &nd
|had great favor in order to stay in it. My supeovitold me years later they didn’t think | would keait|

'durlng training. | was too slow at first, and | wiaft handed, for which they were not prepared Whe
Ihe told me this; | had his old job, and he actuaityked for me, an arrangement to which we agrb‘ed

Iwas better at management; he was a better cremé&meBut what had changed? :
|

l | was reading my Bible, learning about the HolyregOne of the earliest passages of Script'ure
:was in Exodus 31:

: Now the LORD spoke to Moses, sayffi§ee, | have called by name
,Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of theerbf Judah® | havefilled him
:Wlth the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, amdll
|k|nds of craftsmanship, “to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silvend in
,bronze °and in the cutting of stones for settings, anchim¢arving of wood, that
I'he may work in all kinds of craftsmanshipASB

|
Could God fill me with the Holy Spirit for “Craftsanship”?

| had heard, seen, and learned about people fdleld miracles, speak in tongues, words of 1N|s-

dom, knowledge, prophecy, b@taftsmanship?
So | prayed and asked God for it. To be filled whle Holy Spirit to do my job, to flk

:and assemble bicycles. It became quite a rideumoimtended. | got ideas to speed up producti
increase quality. | began to out produce every&wtually, my personal production went up 70%Il on
:some weeks. | went on a ten day mission trip aiidosit produced the rest of the crew by the enb of
lone month. My employer sent all the new guys to ‘fike Jesus guy” for training. Our clients wopld
|caII the national office and say, “We want the tieguy’ to service our store, we will wait.” Yes;vhg
Iwﬂnessmg at work, wearing obnoxious Jesus T-shartd scared the devil out of the new tra|n|ees
I“He s gonna’ train you how to do this job and majad money, but he’s gonna want to cast derhons
rout of you too,” is what they told the new emplogyeBome of them came to me shaking until they had

lsome time to get to know me. (Yes, | got to castaoiew demons too, always a fringe benefit.)
|

There’s more to that, but | want you to examinerehyou are.
Are you filled with the Holy Spirit to do yourj@ You should be, you need to be.

* Ask God to fill you with the Holy Spirit to do yowvork, whatever it may be.

|
|
|
|
|
* Read these scriptures in Exodus 31 and take thémaaxt. l
|
Conduct yourself as one filled to do it. l

|

|
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

: Let's believe God for creative ideas, wisdom andwledge to get our work done and be a Wit-
1ness to others while doing it; for favor in the Waeace, or favor to get the jobs we need. Imagme
lsmall army of Spirit filled students, salesman, hatcs, contractors, programmers, receptlonlsts,| se
:retarles lawyers, doctors, nurses, even parelsl fivith the Holy Ghost for parenting! And moke

| Whatever the task God has given you today, bedfitly Him to do it, and see the dlfferencel Be
Iawake and aware of God'’s placing you where youatay, and seize it.

: | wonder. Would God place you in a task He woutd fill you to accomplish? ASK and l})e
:“Skilled with The Holy Ghost!” like Bezalel. |
|
|
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THE CHURCH: TO SPEAK OR NOT TO SPEAK
By Judy Bedford

One of the earliest traditions in our nation waes ¢lection-day sermon. On the Sunday prior
to the election and usually on election day pastbedl denominations would enter their pulpits and
preach a sermon that was related to the majoriwabgand moral issues that were involved in that
election.

One way of approaching this was to preach a popype of sermon referred to as a
“Jeremiad.” The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah whibe 7" century B.C. preached to the natio
of Israel that their problems as a nation cammftieeir abandonment of the covenant with Yahweh
and their return to the false gods of idolatry.

=]

14

It was the obvious position of the early ministidyat the leaders of the people needed to be
godly above all else. So when a person ran fol lmcaational office, his character became the mgjo
topic of sermons.

Many of the election day sermons made use of Pibg\v9:2:"When the righteous are in
authority, the people rejoice; but when the wickelé the people groan.”

The church in the early years gave lucid prophatadlenges to culture and government based
on the Word of God. They knew the Scripture torlbie that says, “Righteousness exalts a nation] but
sin is a disgrace to any people.” They loved thaiton and wanted to see God'’s blessing on her.

It is sad that for the most part, many churches teeen silenced when it comes to any isspie
that can be categorized as “political.” Both pastmd laymen are afraid to speak out in a prophetic
manner for fear of losing their “tax exempt stdtus.

One of the themes running throughout Scriptutbas the Gospel and the cultural mandatg are
not at odds with one another. In the Sermon orMbent preached early in Jesus career, He madg it
clear that his disciples are to be “salt and lightthe world in which they live. As Pastor McKnigh
said last Sunday, salt is a preservative and astizms we need to infiltrate the whole culturehwit
the truth of the Gospel and all its implicationssuis told us that we are the light of the worlditya
that is set on the hill, whose light cannot be biddPastor also mentioned that we, as salt, wikena
the world thirsty for truth.

If the church chooses to co-exist with a sinfud diark culture, choosing to be something e|se,
we will not be obeying Christ’s teachings. The dfis not here to maintain the status quo and “not
rock the boat.”

There will always be those in power who do not wthe church to have a voice, for whateyer
reason. This should not surprise us because Jadusstin John 15:18 that “If the world hates you
keep in mind that it hated me first.”

Then Peter and John were arrested for preachengdbpel, they were commanded not to
preach or speak in the name of Jesus anymore.

Zachariah 8:16 says, “These are the things youldhan: speak the truth to one another and
render true and sound judgment in your courts.”

Speaking the truth to our culture is not an optibrs a mandate.
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SUMMER MEDITATION

It is the preserving kettle on the stove and netafpes in the
supper pot. Summer is ripening tomatoes and thistamé cicade
notes punctuating the obsessive heat of mid-afterno

Summer is the smell of corn pollen, and the taxite) taste
of roasting ears. It is the stain of blackberrycguion work-worr:
fingers.

Summer is the flame of phlox blooming in back washd
hollyhocks laden with double and triple blossofhgss summer when the crookneck squash proe
by the bushel, and the winter squash busily swerielath the broad canopy of leaves. July and At
bring the first sprays of goldenrod nodding al@mpleby Road in the late afternoon heat.

Summertime is baby rabbits just old enough toepilh the garden. It is fledgling birds
dressed up in their first adult feathers with ptate go and things to taste. Already summe
courting a new look. Some say it is too early, ibuGod’s design, it is right on time. Milkweed is
fat pods now. The seasons are not fixed. Only ni@mats to anchor them with a calendar. Grow
things make their own schedules. They lean and swity the wind. They hurry or delay the
maturity with the rains and the sun. Their solepopse is to grow and perpetuate themselves.

Summer is not over yet; it is just getting a littlern around the edges

The deadline for the next Courier will be 18th of September. Please send any
communicationsto <mjkirchner@juno.com> as | will be recuperating at that time from knee re-
placement surgery. Many thanks to all who submitted articles, gave praise and most of all to those
who supplied the needed corrections and proof reading. And now | will hand this beloved project
over to the capable hands of Jacqui Kirchner .

May you always hear the whisper of wings,

Judy Bedford
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